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My clear B.C.A. Friends, 
This month is the herald not only of 

Christmastide, but also of the close of our 
B.C.A. year. I feel tha t my first word 
in this letter must be one of thankfulness 
to Gcd for His gracious provision for our 
needs. From the administrat ive and 
financial point of view the year has been 
extremely difficult, but through the splen-
did generosity of our many friends, who 
have suported the work in prayer and 
gifts, we have come through the year in 
triumph, and the colours are still flying. 
For this, I feel tha t we should all join to 
thank our Heavenly Father for all His 
mercies to us. Sometimes we tend to 
forget the real value of the many small 
gifts in support of our work, but these 
are the actual reason for any success 
which, by God's goodness, we have been 
able to achieve in the past : and to all 
such givers, and to all our friends and 
supporters, I offer a very big " T h a n k 
you ! " 

From our various centres of work dur-
ing the year have come reports of pro-
gress, for which also we are deeply th~ k-
ful; but before the issue of another paper 
there will be, of necessity, considerable 
change in our staff of workers in the field, 
several of whom have now served for a 
considerable term and will be returning 
home. We shall be glad to extend to 

them a real B.C.A. welcome on their 
return. 

Among our many friends and workers 
there have been a number of bereavements 
this year, and to all who have suffered 
this great sorrow we tender the loving 
sympathy of all their friends in B.C.A. 
bonds, and not less to many others who 
have been, or still are, under the shadow 
of sickness. I t is our united prayer tha t 
God's grace will bless and comfort them 
all. 

The showers of blessing mentioned in 
the last issue have come to many places in 
the drought-stricken Fa r West of New 
South Wales, and there will be great 
jubilation over a largely augmented water 
supply in tha t portion of our field. 

I would like to mention here also tha t 
the wonderful development in our Mail-
Bag Sunday School calls for more volun-
teers, as the burden of the work is becom-
ing almost too much for our willing 
helpers in the production and despatch of 
the lessons each month. I shall be glad 
to hear from some who can spare for this 
work at least one full day in each month. 
We need four new volunteers. 

And not least of all, may I now offer to 
you all my heartiest wishes for a blessed 
and happy Christmastide. May the be-
nign influence of God's great Christmas 
Gift to us all breathe peace and goodwill 
to all our friends in city and country all 
over this continent. 

Your sincere friend, 
T. TERRY. 

I N THE OUTBACK. 

By the O.M. 

Late in October it became necessary to 
pay a hurried visit to Wilcannia, and, to 
save all the inconvenience of wait ing on 
trains, i t was decided to make the journey 
by car. But a long-standing desire to 
visit Werrimull persistently asserted itself, 
and so, after consulting the road map, i t 
was thought quite a reasonable proposition 
to work down the Darling from Wilcannia 
to Wentworth, and thence to Mildura and 
Werrimull. Taking with me a friend 
from Por t Kembla, we left Sydney on 
22nd October, staying the night at Went-
worth Falls, where the Rector generously 
offered his pulpit for a B.C.A. Appeal. 
Leaving early the next day we turned 
westward, and by nightfall reached Wel-
lington. Of all tha t day, and also of 

the next, I can only say tha t we drove 
about 400 miles into a raging westerly 
gale, with the temperature over the 
hundred. The first night we camped on 
an ant-bed, but did not know it unt i l 
next morning. Most of the Western 
people seemed surprised a t our desire to 
push on to Wilcannia, as they were en-
gaged in cleaning their homes of the red 
dust blown in by the gale. At Cobar 
the welcome cool change caught up with 
us, and from there onward we travelled in 
comparative comfort. The early par t of 
the journey from Cobar to Wilcannia is 
decidedly pret ty . We travelled early and 
hard, but were glad to get down and 
build a fire so as to thaw our almost 
frozen limbs, as well as to boil a billy 
and have some food. In the la t ter par t 
of tha t day ' s journey we came into the 
real West Darling Mission country wi th 
mile after mile of barren ground, and ar-
rived in Wilcannia about sundown with-
out having seen a blade of grass for half 
the day. A stay of 36 hours in Wil-
cannia, during which one met many 
friends, saw us on the road again for 
Wentworth. Jus t such another journey 
as tha t into Wilcannia, except triat the 
heavy growth of timber about the r iver 
makes much of the journey rather pic-
turesque. The road was heavy with deep 
dust, and we were content to reach Went-
worth well after dark, and then to push 
on a few miles to camp for the night. 
Next morning on to Mildura, where I re-
ported to the Police Station and' caused 
a mild flutter among the officials, as a 
prisoner had escaped from Wilcannia Gaol 
the previous night. Along a very heavy, 
dusty road to Werrimull, where we had 
the warmest of welcomes from Mr. and 
Mrs. Hallahan. 

On Sunday, the 29th, we conducted ser-
vices at Werrimull, Vigar ' s Tank, Pine 
Tank, and Meringur. During the week 
following Mr. Hallahan took me into many 
parts of his extensive parish, where I had 
my first real opportunity of seeing and 
knowing the difficulties under which those 
big-hearted Mallee farmers are living and 
working. When we realise tha t not only 
the original capital which these settlers 
brought with them has been sunk and lost, 
but also, in some cases hundreds, and even 
thousands of pounds of borrowed money, 
have been lost also, we can understand a t 
least a l i t t le of the burden of the man 
on the land. The hot winds which we 
met on our way had so shrivelled the. 
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grain, t ha t out of thousands of acres of 
crops, scarecly a single farmer in tha t 
district would reap any harvest. The 
vacant farms and the empty homesteads 
here and there are a pitiful testimony to 
a hard and bi t ter struggle in which cir-
cumstances have won. 

The Parish of Werrimull is about 90 
miles long and 40 miles wide, and except 
for one small portion embraces the whole 
of the great area known geographically 
as the Millewa, the district west of Mil-
dura and south of the Murray Eiver. I t 
contains eleven centres where Divine 
Service is conducted, and no less than 27 
State schools, which the Victorian Govern-
ment erected under the Brit ish Migrant 
Se t t l e r s ' Scheme. Each school is no 
more than ten miles from the next school. 

Many of the farmers live from 15 to 
17 miles from the railway, and when we 
remember tha t the average price for 
wheat for some years has been 2/3 per 
bushel, and tha t the cost of growing, har-
vesting and cart ing the wheat is, a t the 
very least, 3/4 per bushel, we can only 
wonder why the farmers have the heart 
to persevere. The whole district is 
checker-boarded by roads running north 
and south, and east and west. Each 
road is two miles from the next parallel 
road on either side of it, the purpose of 
this being to give the farmers easy access 
to the railway, on which the stations are 
only six miles apar t . There is but one 
Church in the parish, namely, a t Werri-
mull, the erection of which was made 
possible through an appeal in England 
made by the Bishop of St. Arnaud. The 
sanctuary of the Church was built by 
friends in memory of the Rev. R. J . Tuck, 
the first B.C.A. representative in the 
parish, who was drowned in the Murray 
River on Boxing Day, 1928. 

The Rev. W. Fleming followed, and 
ministered faithfully through two very 
hard years of drought. He was succeeded 
by the Rev. R. T. Hal lahan in 1931. 

Four large sheep stations are included 
in the parish, all of them close to the 
Murray, and entailing regular visitation 
from the priest-in-charge. 

On Sunday, November 5th, we con-
ducted services a t Smith ' s Tank, Werri-
mull South, and Werrimull, and with great 
regret said farewell to the warm-hearted 
friends whose hospitali ty and kindness we 
had so greatly enjoyed. Back across the 
Murray, and along the Murrumbidgee by 
way of Euston, Balranald, Hay and 
Wagga, and thence to the Western Line 
and on to Sydney, we arrived home filthy 
with the dust of the Outback, but filled 
with admiration for those gallant men 
and women who, with their families, are 
so uncomplainingly bearing the heavy 
burden of inland Australia. 

PERSONAL. 

pray for the fulness of God's blessing 
upon her in her new work, 

o o o 
The marriage was celebrated at Christ 

Church, Kiama, of the Rev. T. Gee, of 
Wollongong, and Miss Joyce Taylor, 
daughter of Rev. Stephen Taylor, of 
Kiama, and sister of Dr. Joan Taylor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gee will remain in Wollon-
gong until the end of January , 1934, when 
they will leave for Werrimull, where Mr. 
Gee will succeed Rev. R. T. Hallahan. 

o o o 
Miss Reece and Miss Brooke-Anderson 

have both wri t ten from England. Our 
two friends have a special corner in their 
affections for Australia, and we greatly 
hope to see them both out here again, 

o o o 
Congratulations to Sister Agnes on 

' ' bagging ' ' her first snake, a brown one 
over five feet in length. This achieve-
ment is merely by the way, as Sister 
Agnes is doing a most useful constructive 
work in Sunday Schools at her end of 
Werrimull Parish. 

o o o 
Revs. R. T. Hallahan, A. H. Edwards, 

and R. F . C. Bradley will complete their 
term of service at the close of this year, 
and will return to Sydney. Sisters 
Dorothy Todd, of Ceduna, and Una Selby, 
of Penong, also have completed their 
period of service, and will come back to 
Sydney. We shall be glad to have such 
trusted workers near us again, 

o o o 
Rev. S. S. Viney, while in Sydney on 

business, was advised to undergo an opera-
tion for appendicitis. Mr. Viney had 
been feeling ill for a considerable time, 
but refused to leave his duties in his big 
parish. We are deeply thankful tha t he 
is now making good progress towards com-
plete recovery. 

Mr. Neil Chambers, of Moore College, 
has gone to Cann River for temporary 
duty during the absence of Mr. Viney. 

o o o 
Warm congratulations to Messrs. C. 

Baker (Senior Student, Moore College) 
and W. A. Macleod on securing second-
class honours in the final of the Th.L., 
and to Mr. R. Langshaw on his pass in 
the first half of the examination. B.C.A. 
men, all of them! 

o o o 
Owing to the heavy strain on our nurses 

at Ceduna, i t has been necessary to add 
another member to the staff, and we offer 
our warmest B.C.A. welcome to Miss Grace 
Hitchcock, of Melbourne, and earnestly 
hope tha t her s tay will be entirely happy. 

KOOKABURRA BIRTHDAY PARTY. 

THAISTKS ! 

Dr. Joan Taylor, a much valued teacher 
in our Mail-Bag Sunday School, sailed in 
the " S t r a t h n a v e r " on December 2nd, and 
will proceed to India, , where she will en-
gage in Zenana work &t Amritsar, We 

The response to our Christmas Appeal 
has been most gratifying, and to our many 
friends and supporters in Victoria and 
New South Wales we tender our hear ty 
thanks for their sympathy and generous 
support. This Christmas should be a 
t ruly happy one for our out-back children, 
and we t rust i t will be equally so for all 
who have endeavoured to send gladness to 
the lives of others, Well done ! 

On September 30th, Mr. and Mrs. D. R. 
Howard, of Seven Hills, kindly placed 
their home and grounds at the service of 
the local Kookaburra Band. I t was a 
wonderful day and a wonderful gathering, 
and we felt regret only because some of 
the local Kookaburras had taken wing and 
gone to other fields, where they were, no 
doubt, busily engaged in hunting worms 
for themselves! Mrs. Howard and her 
good friends had done all the hunting for 
the Kookaburras who were present, and 
all sat down to a high tea with all the 
beauties of Seven Hills scenery before 
their eyes. The Organising Missioner 
thanked Mr. and Mrs. Howard and their 
helpers for their kindness and hospitality, 
and also conveyed to Miss Marjorie Smith, 
their enthusiastic secretary, the thanks of 
the whole Kookaburra Band for her 
pat ient work amongst them. This happy 
thought, coming from Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard, of bringing Kookaburras to-
gether in some such gathering as this, is 
warmly commended to " K o o k a s " every-
where. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Howard, 
we are now able to offer to members of 
the Kookaburra Club a« nice brooch bear-
ing the emblem of the Kookaburra, and it 
is hoped tha t for male members of the 
Club a button can be procured bearing the 
same emblem. The cost in each case will 
be sixpence, and members, on forwarding 
the cost, will be able to obtain the brooch 
from Headquarters in Sydney. 

NEWS FROM THE OUTPOSTS. 

Cann River. 
Christian work among out-back children 

is a real problem, owing to the impossi-
bility, in many cases, of gathering them 
into groups, and then of finding capable 
teachers for their instruction. 

But the work must be done. We are 
reaping a harvest of indifference to 
spiritual things among adults, the direct 
result of a non-religious upbringing. 
Homes where the claims of God have been 
admitted by the parents, and taught to 
the children, s tand out as shining lights 
in the out-back. 

We hear of one t iny remote settlement, 
inaccessible from the outside world when-
ever the river happens to rise, containing 
two families only, but Sunday by Sunday 
the mothers gather their children in a 
t iny Sunday School and teach them of 
spiritual things. But in these days most 
of this work is left to the regular agents 
of the Church, and we do our best to sow 
among the litt le ones the seed which is 
the Word of God. 

At Cann River the Sunday School meets 
regularly. :The children gather before 
service at two other centres for their 
monthly lesson, and for the rest we have 
the lessons supplied by the B.C.A. Mail-
Bag Sunday School. 

Scripture classes are taken in the State 
schools scattered through the district, 
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, some just oc-
casionally, as opportunity offers, the 
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teachers, with few exceptions, stretching 
departmental regulations to suit the Mis-
sioner 's convenience. 

Recently a generous donor supplied 25 
Bibles for distribution, and a correspond-
ing number of Scripture Union cards were 
secured. The gift of a Bible involved 
a promise to read i t regularly, and we 
believe tha t the children are fulfilling 
those promises. But more Bibles are 
needed. We want the children of Croa-
jingalong to be so grounded in the Word 
of God tha t i t shall indeed be " a lamp 
unto their feet and a light unto their 
p a t h . " 

Roadside Reminiscences. 
" N o Roads Go B y " is the t i t le of a 

book popular among B.C.A. friends, as 
depicting the loneliness of the people to 
whom the usual B.C.A. ministry is con-
veyed. 

Werrimull Parochial District, however, 
is not the usual type of B.C.A. parish, and 
in nothing is the difference so marked as 
in this very mat ter of Eoads. F a r from 
being a place where " n o roads go b y , " 
the district is noted for their profusion. 
This profusion sometimes leads to con-
fusion, and the chief difficulty here is not 
to find a road, but the road. 

The whole district for an area of 60 
miles by 25 is traversed by roads every 
two miles, intersecting for the most par t 
at r ight angles, so that , generally speak-
ing, there is no excuse for losing one 's 
bearings while on. parochial visitation. 
Yet it is surprisingly easy on occasions 
to make a miscount in the number of 
roads crossed, and to find oneself a t fault. 
Of course, it is easy enough to be put on 
the right t rack by calling at the nearest 
" B l o c k , " which is generally within two 
miles. So that , even if one is out of his 
reckoning, there is not much time lost in 
regaining it. That is, generally; but an 
occasion comes to mind when things did 
net go quite so smoothly. I had been 
on visitation 35 miles east of home, and 
started to make the return journey a t 
about midnight. Heavy rain had fallen, 
and was still falling a:; I set out in the 
little low-hung Morris-Cowley, and several 
times narrowly escaped being bogged. 
About half-way home there was a road 
diverging not quite at right angles. In 
the murky light, and possibly through 
carelessness, due to sleepiness, I took this 
road. After going about two miles I 
realised what had happened, and endeav-
oured to regain the main road by a t rack 
I had never travelled in wet weather. 
After a mile or two the car stuck fast in 
a beautiful bog, and though I dug hard 
for a couple of hours, there was no moving 
it. For tunately I had a rug, and passed 
the next few hours curled up on the front 
seat. As soon as day broke, a walk of 
four miles brought me to the nearest 
settler, who obligingly yoked a couple of 
horses and extracted the car. 

During the rest of tha t winter, a period 
of six weeks, there was only one occasion 
on which I arrived home without having 
been bogged en route. I t ' s all par t of 
the game, and one generally accepts a 

bog more or less philosophically. A bath 
and a rest-up, and heigh-o for the next 
onel 

This same winter, however, witnessed a 
bog that only escaped from being tragic 
in i ts consequences through a merciful 
Providence. I had paid a visit to the 
local Bush Nursing Hospital one evening 
a t 8.30 o 'clock, and, in conversation with 
the Sister, learned tha t an immediate ap-
pendix case was there waiting to be trans-
ported to Mildura Hospital, 50 miles away. 
I t is surprising how difficult i t is to find 
motor t ransport when the roads are in a 
boggy condition! Sister hailed me as 
Heaven-sent, and, rugging the pat ient up, 
I started with him. Not six miles had 
been covered when a bog occurred, exam-
ination of which showed tha t i t was im-
possible to get out without assistance. 
Leaving the pat ient by himself, I set off 
prayerfully to the nearest farm, covering 
the two miles in fairly good time. Ar-
rived at the homestead, only to be told 
that the horses were all out grazing in a 
mile-paddock! Another two-mile walk 
took me to the home of a friend, who I 
knew owned a motor truck. Rousing him 
out of bed, we set off in his truck, the 
lights of which were out of order. I sat 
on the running-board with a hurricane 
lamp, and we slowly made our way over 
very boggy ground to where the pat ient 
patiently waited. Skilful driving on my 
friend's part , plus, I believe, believing 
prayer on my own, resulted in our being 
extricated. Two and a half hours later 
saw our arrival at the Mildura Hospital, 
where the man was successfully operated 
on. 

After tha t I began to look for another 
car. It was well on into summer time 
before that became possible, and I well 
remember tbe last 28 hours of 1931. I 
covered in tha t time over 200 miles of 
dusty roads, scarcely recognisable as the 
same ones on which the bogs had oc-
curred. In tha t time I officiated a t the 
marriage of the daughter of one dear 
friend, at the baptism of a family some 
60 miles away four hours later, and a t 
midnight I was called out to help nurse 
a mentally afflicted laddie, son of another 
dear friend. The last 100 miles of road 
was done in just over three hours, and 
ended a t the Cemetery, where the glorious 
promises of the Resurrection, as set forth 
in our wonderful Burial Service, did much 
to comfort our grief by showing that , even 
beyond the farthest bit of road the eye 
can see, there are roads tha t the faithful 
will walk in the calm glow of everlasting 
life. 

Meantime, be the road of this life 
clouded with dust of disappointment or 
rendered boggy with continuous showers 
of sorrow, there are occasions for us all 
when the sun shines; and on all occasions 
we can be assured of the Presence on 
every road at all times of Him Whose 
Resurrection Presence accompanied the 
sorrowing disciples on the road to Em-
maus, even Jesus our Saviour, Who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, Whom it 
is our privilege to serve in these gracious 
B.C.A. Ministries of the Road. 

THE FAR WEST MISSION. 
Ceduna, S.A. 

The appeal for Sunday School material 
inserted in the last issue of " T h e Real 
A u s t r a l i a n " met with a very ready re-
sponse. We had only had our copy a 
few days when we received a message 
from the B.C.A. representative in Adelaide 
(the Rev. R. M. Fulford) asking me to 
send him a list of the things which we 
needed most urgently. Some unknown 
benefactor had sent him £5 for the pur-
pose of providing Sunday School equip-
ment. Later, someone ordered and sent 
50 Church and School Hymnals from 
Church Stores, Sydney. In addition, the 
t iny tots _of St. J a m e s ' Kindergarten, 
Croydon, N.S.W., sent us some of their 
expression work, as well as some mounted 
pictures. Their work will be very useful 
indeed to Mrs. Woolf in her teaching, and 
the teachers a t St. James ' , as well as the 
children, are to be complimented on the 
high standard of their work. Then some 
games and more material were sent from 
a family in Mont Albert, Victoria. To 
all these very kind friends we wish to 
express our heartfel t thanks. Their 
timely and kindly actions mean that our 
work will be more effective, and not only 
this, there comes the encouragement from 
the knowledge tha t our fellow-Christians 
in the home bases are, through their 
prayers and labours, sharing in our work. 

Three little incidents of late revealed 
to us how deeply the people out-back ap-
preciate their opportunities for worship, 
and, in the case of the children, their 
Sunday Schools. At Haslam, which is 
50 miles from here, a little girl named 
Ada walked two miles through rain to 
Sunday School. Normally she is accom-
panied by her mother, but on this oc-
casion the mother was ill and so could 
not come to Church. Ada would not miss 
Sunday School on any account. Another 
family in the same district were recently 
on their way to Church, when the car 
broke down a good two miles from their 
destination. The weather was rather op-
pressive, but tha t did not deter the mother 
from walking to Church with her three 
children. She was most anxious tha t 
they should not miss their Sunday School 
lesson. On another occasion it was the 
congregation a t Mudamuckla who demon-
strated their determination to attend 
Church, even though conditions were at 
their worst. All day a scorching wind 
blew from the north as from the mouth 
of a furnace. Clouds of dust and sand 
filled the air, and so furious was the wind 
that many trees were uprooted and build-
ings were unroofed. In one place a wind-
mill which had been in use for nearly 
forty years was blown over! We held 
the service a t Laura Bay Beach as usual. 
At Smoky Bay we were timed to have a 
service a t 3 o'clock. We arrived on 
time, in spite of-a very bad blow-out near 
Laura Bay; but the interior of the iron 
Church hall was so hot tha t we decided 
to have our service on the beach, so 
thi ther we went. We waited unti l 
twenty minutes to five before holding ser-
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vice, so intense was the heat. We were 
much revived af ter our l i t t le stay on the 
beach, and set out for Mudamuckla for 
the evening service. Conditions inland 
were still frightful, and the further we 
went from the coast the worse they be-
came. We were beginning to think tha t 
our tr ip to Mudamuckla might be in vain, 
and we went to the Church (an iron build-
ing) half expecting to find no one present. 
By this time flashes of lightning and ter-
rible crashes of thunder were rending the 
sky. A few people, to our great joy, had 
already arrived and were sheltering in the 
" p o r c h . " In a short time more came, 
and we commenced the service with a con-
gregation of nineteen adults. That ter-
rible Sunday had spelt ruin to the crops 
of most farmers, but still they came to 
Church with a living faith and t rust in 
God. 

Since our last issue, Sister Hitchcock, 
of Oakleigh, Victoria, has joined the staff 
of the Ceduna-Thevenard Hospital. She 
has not come too soon, for the Hospital 
has been very busy for many weeks. I t 
is plain tha t care for the sick is not to 
be her only ministry here, for she has also 
entered enthusiastically into the work of 
Sunday School teaching. 

GEO. C. WOOLF. 

Penoiig, S.A. 
The work of the B.C.A. still carries on 

in this far-away frontier. In spite of 
weather conditions and all other difficul-
ties, the regular services are held and the 
Gospel preached to the people. The ser-
vices generally are well attended, although 
the same old worn-out excuses are made 
by some who do not want to at tend. A 
few Sundays ago Nature sent along a very 
good excuse, a day of over 100 degrees 
in the shade; still many of the faithful 
put up with the heat in our iron Church 
and attended worship. In the afternoon 
a service 50 miles away was held—it was 
some drive in the heat, dust, and flies! 
After service a cup of tea, then on to 
the next service—another 12 miles. Just 
before tha t service a cool change came 
up—just as cold as it had been hot before. 
The 60-mile drive home at night was very 
nice. 

The sudden changes from heat to cold 
have been responsible for much minor 
sickness in the district. The usual run 
of work has been varied by two weddings. 
My predecessor had two yea r s ' service 
without one wedding! The young couples 
must have a brave heart to str ike out 
together in these difficult times. We all 
t rust tha t God will keep and bless them 
as they go forward together in the Chris-
t ian fellowship of love. 

On many farms things are gett ing very 
interesting : i t is a race between the 
farmer and the rabbits as to who will 
reap the crop! On seme farms the rab-
bits reap as much a t night as the farmer 
does in the day t ime; the big trouble is 
tha t the rabbits do not pay for their 
share. So much unoccupied land acts as 
a harbour for the rabbits , and makes the 
fa rmers ' task well nigh impossible. 

Drought, and then in the good season 
disease in the crops, perhaps a plague of 
mice—just l i t t le things sent to t r y us! 
In spite of all the setbacks, God has been 
very good to us all. 

In December we are holding a Fete in 
aid of the Church funds. Money is 
needed to enable the work to go forward. 
Our people are very good, and always re-
spond very well; of course, we have some 
who like to sit back, but they do not 
count. 

The next big business is the distribution 
of the good things sent out for Christmas. 
I only wish some of the donors could do 
the t r ip with me—they would then realise 
how well worth while their efforts were. 
A trip of about 2000 miles before they 
are all distributed, but a tr ip of joy! 

Our Hospital is get t ing busy again— 
the people have been very free from seri-
ous illness for a while. One blessing is 
tha t the Hospital is there ready for all 
cases, and it has been a blessing to many. 
Colds and influenza are the order of the 
day, but they can be treated at home. 
With the hot weather I hope all the colds 
will disappear. 

A. H. EDWABDS. 

Penong Hospital. 
We have been fairly busy, and once 

again the dining-room furniture is deco-
rating the hall, and the dining-room con-
verted into a ward. During the past 
three months there have been three deaths 
—all infants. The stork has called six 
times (twice on one Sunda}'- evening), 
showing himself to be an inconsiderate old 
bird when we were short-staffed. During 
the quarter five elderly folk had pneu-
monia and made good recoveries, and we 
have had quite a number of minor theatre 
cases. 

Ceduna Hospital. 
During the last quarter the Hospital has 

been extremely busy, so much so as to 
necessitate the appointment of a third 
nurse to the staff. So Sister Grace Hitch-
cock, of Melbourne, has become one of us, 
and we welcome her warmly to our circle 
of workers. We extend a welcome to 
Mrs. Gibson also, wife of Dr. Gibson, both 
of whom have proved a real asset to the 
Hospital and the district. We hope their 
stay will be long and happy. 

Denmark, Western Australia. 
Well, here we are in Denmark and 

settling down in our new home. The 
tr ip over was only fair, as we encountered 
some rough weather. However, every-
thing came to an end, and we duly ar-
rived in Albany at 9 p.m. on a Sunday. 
On the Monday morning we said good-bye 
to the " K a r o o l a , " and were met by the 
Rector of Albany, who gave us a warm 
welcome to Western Australia and the 
Diocese of Bunbury. Both the Rector 
and his wife were exceedingly kind, and, 
as strangers in a strange land, we did ap-
preciate their friendliness. Albany is a 
large town situated on a beautiful har-
bour. The surroundings are fine, and as 

it possesses an ideal climate, is the chief 
summer resort of W.A. However, we 
were more interested in a l i t t le spot 
called Denmark, and as we found that the 
next t ra in was a t 8.30 the following morn-
ing, we decided to t ake a car. The dis-
tance from Albany is 34 miles, and the 
train takes over three hours to do the tr ip, 
60 we would have had plenty of time to 
gather the famous wild flowers of W.A.! 
A splendid road runs from Albany, and 
the journey is quite interesting. As one 
approaches Denmark there is a marked 
change in the character of the country. 
Everything is green, and the growth more 
luxuriant, displaying evidence of an abun-
dant rainfall, which is over 50 inches in 
the year. Over the Denmark bridge, and 
we have arrived a t the B.C.A. sphere of 
work in Western Australia. 

The town itself is situated on the side 
of a hill, and is on the banks of a very 
fine wide river. I t is only five miles from 
the sea, and only a short distance away 
is a very wonderful inlet noted for i ts 
scenery and fishing. The town is sur-
rounded by hills, and just a mile away 
one can drive through typical mountain 
scenery. From a scenic point of view 
there is no question about the charm of 
Denmark. The climate is ideal, and how-
ever warm the day may be, i t is always 
cool at night, and we are still indulging 
in fires. The Rectory is a very well built 
comfortable cottage situated on the edge 
of the township, and overlooking it. The 
Parish of Denmark has certainly provided 
us with a good home. The Church is 
small, and was built in the days when 
Denmark was a timber centre before the 
advent of the settlers 

If the object of the Colonial and Con-
tinental Society is to follow its own people 
when they leave the Old Country, then 
there can be no question tha t the Society 
is fulfilling its task here, for 90 per cent. 
of the people of the town and district 
p. re from the Old Land. 

The people have given us a very warm 
welcome, and the general feeling seems 
to be one of thankfulness that someone 
has come to minister to them. I t is 
rather a tragedy that such an important 
work has been neglected for so long. I t 
will be a difficult task to re-build, but 
with God's help i t can be done.- When 
one realises the great need and the op-
portunities for service, there can only b e ' 
a spirit of thankfulness for the decision 
to come to Denmark. 

City people on the whole have little 
conception of life in the country, and the 
courage of the men and women who are 
carrying on under difficult conditions. If 
they did, B.C.A. would have many more 
friends, financial problems would disap-
pear, and under God the Society would be 
enabled to extend its great work of carry-
ing the Gospel to the people " o u t - b a c k . " 
On the way to Albany one day in a motor 
lorry to bring back our motor car, I spoke 
to a man who was wait ing by a roadside. 
I said, " I am the new Rector a t Den-
m a r k . " He said, " A n g l i c a n ? " " Y e s , " 
I answered. In heartfelt terms he re-
marked, " T h a n k God someone has come 
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at l a s t ! ' ' Surely this shows how well 
worth while the task is! The parish is 
a big one extending to 70 miles in one 
direction and 30 miles in the other. What 
it goes s'deways we have not yet ascer-
tained. Scattered all over this area are 
groups of settlers wait ing to be reached; 
as one mother told me, ' ' M y children have 
forgotten what a Church service i s ! " To 
sit down and think about the task appals 
one, but we don ' t sit down and think 
about it—we just keep on keeping on. 

Despite the fact tha t the Church has 
been closed for some time, the services 
so far have been well attended, and by 
the beginning of the year country services 
will, we trust , be in full swing. Scrip-
ture lessons in the school have re-
commenced, and in due course the fifteen 
schools in the district will once again have 
regular visitations. We have already 
paid a visit to Nornalup, 37 miles away, 
where we were warmly welcomed by 
Deaconess Bazett and Sister Anderson, 
and were much impressed by the work 
being done at the Hospital. Later on 
we will be in a better position to tell 
readers of the " K e a l A u s t r a l i a n " more 
about this and other departments of the 
work. 

We would like to send Christmas greet-
ings to all our friends, and to all B.O.A. 
comrades in Australia our wishes for a 
happy and blessed Christmas, and for 
every blessing in the New Year from the 
B.C.A. representatives in Denmark, W.A. 

The following donations and gifts have 
been received, and we offer our warmest 
thanks for the same to our friends who 
have thought of us :— 

4.T.Z., £1 ; Anonymous, £5; " W e l l 
Wisher , " £1 ; 5/- enclosed without name; 
Cathedral Choir boys, per Mrs. Lawson, 
£3/10/-; 6 Bibles and bookmarkers from 
the British and Foreign Bible Society; 
two splendid donations of books from the 
President of the Beecrcft Library, per Mr. 
T. Skellett ; books from friends of St. 
Michael 's Church, Wollongong; books 
from Mr. H, Caines, Willoughby; and gift 
of text cards from " A F r i e n d . " 

To Mrs. Lawrence, of Bexley, and Mr. 
and Mrs. A. L. Short, of Willoughby, our 
warmest thanks for Gift Afternoons on 
behalf of out-back children. 

Our best thanks also to Mrs. Watling, 
of Grladesville, for the generous amount of 
over £7 which she collected for B.O.A. 

Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. F . J. 
Marshall, of Arncliffe-Bexley Group, in 
her serious illness. We pray tha t God 
will completely restore her, and speedily 
give her all her wonted health and 
strength. 

MELBOURNE NOTES. 

Croajingalong. 
Since our last issue, a number of dona-

tions have come in towards the sum neces-
sary to replace Miss Reece at Cann River. 
There is still a need for more who will 
give a £1 to this work. Will you help 

us to reach £130- by the beginning of 
February? 
Christinas Appeal. 

The results of this appeal have exceeded 
all past years. Nevertheless, there are 
still some who have not yet made their 
Christmas gift. We like to th ink tha t 
all friends of B.C.A. have remembered the 
work at the Festive Season. If you have 
not already sent in your donation, do so 
at your earliest convenience. To all who 
have given so freely this year, we do say 
" T h a n k you! " 

ROUND THE PARISHES. 
St. Barnabas ' , Montague. 

I t was again the privilege of the Secre-
tary to go to St. Barnabas ' and ta lk to 
the children on their annual B.C.A. Sun-
day. Many gifts were brought by the 
boys and girls of this industrial parish 
for the boys and girls of the out-back. 
Such giving is t ruly sacrificial. La te r 
the sum of £5 was received from the Vicar 
and Churchwardens as their annual dona-
tion. This from a parish in which there 
is a great deal of unemployment cheers 
our hearts. 
Garden Par ty . 

On Thursday, October 26th, the annual 
Garden Pa r ty at Heidelberg was held at 
t-:e home of Mrs. C. Smart. 

For many years Mrs. Price has held this 
event a t her home, but this year, owing 
to sickness, she did not feel equal to the 
strain involved, and Mrs. Smart very 
kindly placed her home at the disposal of 
the Committee. 

A very happy afternoon was spent, and 
the various stalls did a thriving business. 
The Victorian Secretary addressed the 
gathering on " T h e Needs of the F u t u r e . " 
As a result of the effort, the sum of £34 
was added to, cur funds. We are indeed 
grateful to Mrs, Smart for the use of her 
beautiful home and grounds, to Mrs. Price 
for her constant and faithful interest, and 
to the Committee of Ladies who each year 
work so hard to make this happy event 
the success it always is. 
Bssendon. 

Each issue of " T h e Real A u s t r a l i a n " 
sees something to record of the activities 
of Miss I. Woods and her splendid band 
of workers at St. Thomas ' . On the even-
ing of Tuesday, 14th November, these good 
friends held a Fair in order to raise their 
£5 to meet the expenses of their cot a t 
Penong. Quite a large number gathered 
and spent freely on the good things tha t 
were offered for sale. We must really 
offer them a very hearty vote of thanks. 
All Saints ' , Kooyoing. 

The children of Kooyong also had their 
annual Gift Sunday for B.C.A., at which 
many useful gifts w^ere brought for our 
Christmas Toy Fund. To Miss Oatley 
and the children we also say, " T h a n k 
you! " 
St. Paul ' s , Canterbury. 

The ladies of this parish, young and 
old, have given freely to our cause this 

year. The Secretary was asked to speak 
to a social gathering in this parish re-
cently, and came away with the car loaded 
with groceries, toys, linen, fancy work, 
and a host of other good things. Such 
gifts are a very real help to our work. 

WINIFRED MAY LEES BURSARY. 
An annual Bursary of approximately £16 

per annum has been established by the 
Church Women of the Diocese of Mel-
bourne in memory of the late Mrs. Har-
rington Lees. 

The terms of the Bursary are as fol-
lows:— 
1. Such Bursary to be awarded annually 

to a woman t ra ining in work for the 
Church of England in the Home and 
Foreign Mission Fields. 

2. The Bursary to be awarded by the 
Committee to the person who will, in 
the opinion of the Committee, best 
carry out the meaning of the Trust. 

3. The holder of the "Win i f r ed May Lees 
B u r s a r y " to be a communicant mem-
ber of the Church of England. 

4. The holder to promise to give at least 
twelve months ' service to the Church 
of England after completion of train-
ing. 

5. No one person to hold the Bursary for 
more than two years. 

Your Society was included in the list 
of those from whom applications could be 
received for the above Bursary. 

Such applications, s tat ing age, scholas-
tic at ta inments , etc., to be sent to the 
Hon. Secretary (Deaconess Minna John-
ston, 18 Aileen Street, Kew, E.4, V i c ) , 
from whom any further information can 
be received, before December 1st. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 
The outstanding effort of 'the Auxiliary 

for this issue was the one by which it 
was hoped to lessen our obligation in con-
nection with the Wilcannia Hostel, and 
to tha t end we invited the general public 
to a social afternoon at Bishopscourt, the 
lower floor of which was open for inspec-
tion. I t seemed to us unfortunate tha t 
our afternoon was wet, and many of the 
people who intended to be present from 
distant suburbs were afraid to venture. 
Those who did venture thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, and subsequently made known 
their intention of at tending any similar 
function. Bishop Kirkby gave a short 
address, in which he voiced his warm per-
sonal feeling for the B.C.A., and com-
mended its activities to all. Canon 
Langley, as Hon. Clerical Secretary, pro-
posed the vote of thanks. We are also 
indebted to Mr. T. S. Holt, Hon. Trea-
surer, and to our Moore College students, 
who gave invaluable help. We all re-
gretted the absence of our Organising 
Missioner—but he was hundreds of miles 
away. Very hear ty votes of thanks were 
accorded to Mrs. Bode and Mrs. McEnally, 
who provided and entirely managed a 
most successful Sweets and Cake Stall, 
while Mrs. Bragg supervised the catering 
in her usual capable way. They all 
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earned our deep grat i tude. 

The St. George District Boys ' Band 
proved a great at tract ion, and their work 
was generally admired. Though the 
monetary result was a small one on the 
day, we had a delightful surprise when 
our President, Mrs. D 'Arcy Irvine, laid 
upon the table a crisp £50 note from an 
anonymous donor. We thanked God and 
took courage, as we realised afresh how 
He always honours fai th in Him. We 
have yet another £36 to meet in this same 
Hostel indebtedness. 

On 30th November the All Sa in t s ' , 
Woollahra, Auxiliary met at the Eectory. 
The meeting was an excellent one, the 
Auxiliary now having a membership of 
55, a result which must rejoice our Hon. 
Secretary, Miss A. M. Bennett . Canon 
Langley opened with prayer, and made a 
few introductory remarks. Miss Bennett 
spoke a few words of thanks and appre-
ciation for the generous response to her 
appeal, and then read a very able report 
of the year ' s activities. A fine donation 
of goods for Hospitals and Hostels was 
handed in. Mrs. Langley welcomed all 

packing and distributing the many gifts 
sent in. Such work requires very able 
handling, and Mrs. Gates and her helpers 
put into it tha t personal thought and care 
which assure the recipients tha t the gifts 
have been well chosen. 

Last of all, a new Auxiliary is to be 
formed in Christ Church Parish, Bexley. 
Well done, and long may it live and 
flourish! 

O Thou Who inhabitest Eterni ty , 
In the secret of Thy Presence, 
Beneath the shadow of Thy wings, 
In Thy unruffled serenity, 
Lord, may we abide! 

This is our prayer as we separate unti l 
the March meeting, and wishing all our 
friends a t ruly happy Christmas and a 
bright New Year. 

MAIL-BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
P E I M A E Y GRADE. 

We who are Mail-Bay Sunday School 
teachers often wish we could follow our 
lesson papers as they go north, south, and 

the children's returned work. 
Each teacher, besides sending out the 

next month ' s lessons, returns to the chil-
dren the work they have sent in, having 
added comments and helpful suggestions. 

I s the work finished? No, the Mail-
Bag Sunday School never rests. Children 
and parents have to be wri t ten to, each 
family receiving a letter a t least once a 
quarter. Christmas gifts for the chil-
dren to make for their parents, and gifts 
for the children themselves; nor must 
birthdays be forgotten. 

Time for a rest now? No; but time 
for a Teachers ' Quarterly Conference, 
when problems are discussed and further 
plans made. 

Surely the job is finished for one month! 
Last month—yes; but here we are with 
next month 's lessons waiting to be sent 
out. Our 370 Pr imary children are 
eagerly wait ing for the Good News we 
have to send them. 

We now have a Beginners ' Grade, so 
tha t five and six-year-olds may have 
Stories, Prayers, and Expression Work 
suited to their needs. 

present, and spoke of her pleasure a t the 
achievement of the branch. Miss Richard 
Jones encouraged us with an account of 
the industry in the packing-room. Miss 
Bennett was re-elected unanimously as 
Hon. Secretary. 

Miss A. M. Ashe spent an evening a t 
the home of Mrs. McEnally, and after 
speaking briefly of the Auxiliary, viewed 
all the garments supplied by members of 
tha t Circle. All the cutting-out is done 
by Mrs. McEnally—no light task. The 
Society is most grateful to all these warm-
hearted workers. 

Mrs. W. E. Gates deserves a very special 
word of thanks. She and her helpers 
shoulder the very strenuous burden of 

west—and even into other States—to see 
the children using them in their homes. 
But, alas! tha t may not be. We have to 
content ourselves to wait pat ient ly for the 
return of handwork, which will tell us of 
the children's needs, and how we may fur-
ther help them. 

Then we s tar t afresh compiling lesson 
papers, which are handed to typists for 
stencils to be cut. The helpers in the 
publishing department then have the task 
of persuading the perverse old duplicator 
to turn out lesson-sheets clear enough for 
the children to read, and drawings and 
texts for them to colout*. 

Next to take a hand is the sorter, who 
gives the teachers their lesson papers and 

So forward we go, ever welcoming new 
children, and seeking better methods 
whereby we may help the children to know 
of the love of God our Heavenly Father . 

UPPER GRADE. 
The above gives an idea of one quite 

important little branch of our .Mail-Bag 
Sunday School work. This l i t t le scene 
is enacted once every month, when, on 
an evening when the Upper Grade papers 
are received from the printers, this little 
band of workers meet together, as it has 
done now for some years past, to get the 
papers ready for posting. 

Each one has his or her special task, 
whether i t be assembling the papers in 
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sets, folding them, or enveloping them, 
and then finally sorting out the envelopes 
for the Post Office next day. In this 
way the work is carried out systemati-
cally and without confusion, and, consider-
ing tha t papers were sent out, for instance, 
for this month of December, to about 640 
families, irrespective of those sent out 
from the Pr imary Department, i t will be 
seen that no time is wasted in get t ing the 
work through. Yet it is very pleasurable 
to the workers, as the picture tells, and 
they are one and all delighted to do their 
li t t le bit in our Mail-Bag work. Not the 
least pleased, apparently, to be in the pic-
ture on this occasion, is our keenly in-
terested Organising Missioner. 

We do not forget, too, the important 
par t played in the above work by our 
printers, Messrs. D. S. Ford, who, by their 
keen interest and sympathy, and the pains 
they take month by month in set t ing up 
these Sunday School papers—which is no 
easy task—ever ready to fit in a picture 
where they can to add to the at t ract ive-
ness of the papers to the children, and 
speeding up the work in order to enable 
the mailing away of the papers to be done 
in good time, contribute in a very large 
measure to the effective carrying on of 
this our Mail-Bag Sunday School. 

The Mail-Bag Sunday School has be-
come an established par t of B.C.A. work, 
but from the outset i t has involved an 
ever-increasing labour of many hands. 
From the early days, Miss Debus has been 
connected with this work. When a 
Pr imary Grade arose, Miss Debus gave 
reliable aid to the publishing department, 
and also later undertook the exacting 
task of sett ing up the card system which 
will become increasingly valuable to the 
Mail-Bag Sunday School, and carrying on 
at the same time the office of Pr imary 
Grade Secretary. In all these tasks Miss 
Debus gave unremitt ing dependable help, 
and it is the wish of her fellow-workers 
of the Pr imary Grade to record their ap-
preciation of what she has done, and to 
send their good wishes wi th her to her 
new sphere of work. 

W I L L A3STYONE H E L P U S ? 

1. We need, urgently a portable har-
monium, new or used, for use in Werri-
mull Parish. 

2. We need a used (typewriter, in good 
condition, for country use. 

3. We need a new rotary dpulicartor for 
producing the Sunday School lessons. 
This is a most urgent need. 

We commend all three to our good 
friends, in confidence t h a t our needs will 
be met. 

THE KOOKABURRA LETTER. 

My dear Kookaburras, 
By the time you are reading this letter 

it will be almost Christmas time, so first 
of all I want to say tha t I do hope you 
will all have a very, very happy Christmas. 
But I want to say this, too, tha t I hope 
tha t you will all remember? while you are 

being so happy and enjoying yourselves, 
tha t there will be some people—and some 
of them will be only litt le boys and girls 
—who won ' t be a bit happy—for sadness 
and sorrow take no account of seasons; 
and there are some people who will have 
looked upon waters tha t are very deep, 
and upon sorrows tha t are very grey. So 
you'l l remember all the unhappy ones in 
the midst of your happiness, won ' t you? 
Even your thoughts will help them, you 
know! 

Now, as this is the Christmas number of 
" T h e Eeal Aus t r a l i an , " we ' l l have to 
have a Christmassy letter, won ' t we? 
And this time I want to tell you about 
the sort of Christmas our out-back chil-
dren are going to have. At least I can 
tell you about some of the beautiful things 
some of them are going to receive, even 
if I can ' t actually tell you about how they 
spend Christmas Day. 

Now, as most of you know, every Christ-
mas very kind people—some of them prob-
ably are Kookaburras, since they ' r e very 
kind people and want to help the B.C.A. 
all they can—send toys and books and 
money for toys and books, into the B.C.A., 
so tha t all the out-back lit t le children will 
be able to have a happy Christmas, with 
Christmas presents, too. And some of 
these very kind people make clothes, and 
some of them make toys, and there is 
really the most beautiful collection of 
things by the middle of November; for 
t ha t is when we have to pack the things 
up to send away—such a long, long way 
some of them have to go, tha t even then 
they only arrive in time for Christmas. 

Well, one morning in the middle of 
November I went down into the basement 
of Church House, where everything was 
being packed in big wooden cases, and 
the first thing I saw was one side of the 
room just packed with dolls—big dolls and 
little dolls, dolls with plaits and dolls with 
curly hair, dolls dressed in coloured frocks 
and dolls dressed in knit ted frocks—boy 
dolls and girl dolls, big girls and l i t t le 
girls, and big boys and li t t le boys and 
babies—lots and lots of l i t t le baby dolls 
dressed in pink and blue and yellow and 
green and every colour you* can think of; 
and the baby* dolls had bootees on, and 
the grown-up dolls wore shoes with real 
buttons to fasten them. And then I saw 
that not only had these kind people made 
and dressed these dolls, but they knew 
tha t some of the out-back dollies would 
be needing new clothes, and there was a 
huge pile of dolls ' clothes : jumpers and 
frocks and coats and hats—everything a 
dolly could possibly need. And they had 
remembered, too, that dollies need chairs 
and tables and beds; and there they all 
were—beds with curtains to keep the 
mosquitoes from bit ing the sleeping dolly, 
and wooden beds and cane beds, and sofas 
for two or three dollies to sit on a t once 
and talk to each other. And there were 
tea-sets, too, so that they could all enter-
ta in each other a t afternoon tea ; and even 
pianos for them to play on! 

After I had looked at all the dolls, I 
t endered round the room further still, and 

I saw tha t it was not only dolls tha t 
people had been thinking about, but they 
had remembered the " l i v i n g do l l s , " and 
there were coats and hats and frocks and 
bootees all ready for really t ruly live 
babies. And there were bigger frocks for 
bigger l i t t le girls, and suits for bigger 
Jittle boys, and rompers for the ones in 
between. 

And then I began to look at the rest 
of the things in tha t big room, and there 
were lovely winding-up toys tha t ran for-
wards if you wound them up forwards, 
and backwards when you turned the spring 
the wrong way! And there was a porter 
with a barrow just ready to wheel your 
luggage on to the station when you went 
out-back to see all the l i t t le children a t 
Christmas time! And there were marbles 
—awfully exciting bags of them—and 
trains and signals with levers to make 
them go up and down and signal the t ra in 
to stop or to pass on. And balls—lots 
and lots of balls—large round soft balls 
with bells for the li t t le baby children, and 
soft rubber balls with pictures on the out-
side for bigger children, and nice hard 
red cricket balls for boys. 

And there were games, jig-saw puzzles, 
and one beautiful game which had two 
white mice (not real ones, you know!) and 
two li t t le houses for them under a glass 
case, and without touching the mice you 
had to t ry to get them into their houses; 
I couldn ' t—I tried! And there were fish-
ing games where you t ry to catch fish on 
a funny lit t le line, and all sorts of ex-
citing things. 

And then there were pen-knives—the 
most beautiful pen-knives tha t would 
make any boy glad—and there were boxes 
filled with shells, so tha t the children who 
have never seen the sea can see these 
shells tha t the ocean has given. 

And there was one table tha t was laden 
with boxes of sweets—all sorts of sweets 
—and they were being put into nice li t t le 
white bags so tha t all the boys and girls 
would be able to have some each. 

And there was another table—and I 
think you' l l th ink this table a very 
strange one, for i t was covered with sheets 
of white paper, each rolled into a nice 
litt le bundle with either a pen or a pencil 
tied on to it. Now, you city Kooka-
burras will wonder why we want to send 
rolls of white paper and pencils out to 
the out-back children. But tha t is just 
the very thing some of those children 
can ' t get. Here in the city, if we want 
an exercise book, we go into a shop and 
buy one; but some of these children live 
miles and miles and miles away from any 
shop, and they can ' t get wri t ing paper 
easily the way we can. 

And now I suppose you ' re wondering 
how all these beautiful toys get sent to 
the out-back children. Well there are 
several very kind ladies who come into 
the B.C.A. a few weeks before Christmas, 
and they go right away downstairs to 
where all these things are being kept, and 
they take great big packing cases and 
nails and hammers and all the things you 
need with packing cases, and they think 
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of all the children out-back and they 
imagine w"hat each, one would like best, 
and they pack and pack and pack, now 
dolls, now trains and swords and pen-
knives and dolls'. clothes and dolls ' furni-
ture, and then really truly clothes for 
l i t t le boys and girls, and they put bags 
of sweets down all the cracks, and then 
they put the lids on and they hammer 
and hammer and hammer away till t hey ' r e 
all t ightly fastened down. Then they 
label them, and the railway people and 
the boat people come and they take them 
away, and they t ravel hundreds and hun-
dreds of miles, unti l they arrive with 
Christmas at their r ight destinations, and 
then all the out-back children know how 
kind these people have been who have 
thought of them so much, and who have 
made the toys and packed them up and 
sent them all those hundreds of miles 
away. 

And you know the very first Christmas 
Day meant gifts tha t travelled long, long 
miles, d idn ' t i t? Because the Wise Men 
journeying to visit the Baby Jesus carried 
with them gifts, too, d idn ' t they? And 
the shepherds who came to visit Him 
brought little baby lambs in their arms, 
because they were afraid lest the wolves 
might kill them while they were away! 
So they carried the litt le lambs tha t they 
might see and praise the l i t t le Baby King. 

So I think this is going to be a very 
happy Christmas for the out-back children, 
don ' t you? And I know that those of 
you who have sent some of these things 
into the B.C.A. will feel just dreadfully 
happy to th ink of all the joy you are giv-
ing those other children. 

And now, Kookaburras, good-bye. I 
do hope you are all going to have the 
happiest of Christmases, and tha t you' l l 
remember the B.C.A. and the Christmas 
we are sharing with the people out-back. 
And don ' t forget, too, all the lonely and 
the sad people this Christmas. 

Lots of love to you all. 
Kookaburra Francis John Brerly. 

'REAL AUSTRALIAN' 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

To the following we give thanks for 
subscriptions received during the past 
three months:— 

Mrs. A. L. Pankhurst , Miss Scott, Mrs. 
G-rumpin, Miss B. Bennison, Miss B. Stein-
beck, Miss Fitzhardinge, W. W. Withall , 
Miss M. Duck, Miss G. Clarke, Miss D. E. 
Wait , Miss W. G. Wait , Miss Olds, Mrs. 
E. Peadon, D. Cuthbert, Mrs. H. M. Amph-
lett , Miss G. Hampel, Miss S. A. Dixon, 
Miss C. McDonald, Mrs. E. F . Morris, Miss 
M. E. Hives, T. W. Beaven, J. T. Atkins, 
Mrs. L. J. Hurst , Miss Bachlor, Mrs. F . 
A. Mitchell, F . M. Rudd, Mrs. E. March-
bank, Mrs. Ellington, J. F . Standen, Mrs. 
G. Holmes, Miss R. Campbell, Miss Philips, 
Miss C. Swinbourne, Mrs. G. Hulford, Mrs. 
E. Moore, Miss Worskitt , Mrs. George, 
Rev. F . P . Joseland, Mrs. C. Atkin, Mrs. 
B. Hope, K. Settree, Miss J. Webber, Mrs. 
E. Bennett , Rev. J. B. Montgomerie, Miss 
E. O. Burvill, Miss I. Thompson, Rev. E. 
Parsons, A, A, Young, Mrs, H. Brown, 

Miss S. Turtle, Mrs. I. Chambers, L. Mar-
tin, Miss Price, W. D. Scott, Mrs. A. H. 
Brady, Miss Polloch, Miss F . Cox, E. E. 
Woodhouse, Rev. C. E. Reynolds, Mrs. S. 
Maddocks, Miss V. Lewis, Miss Wain-
wright, Mrs. J. U. Morgan, Mrs. H. A. 
Black, Miss E. Hart ley, Mrs. Powell, Miss 
B. Mullins, Mrs. Ewington, P . A. Quayle, 
C. Hack, Mrs. M. Bamford, Lady Gordon, 
John Farnham, Mrs. W. K. Percival, Mrs. 
Litt ler, Mrs. A. Tickell, Mrs. Bland, Miss 
Oliver, R. King Brown, P. H. Falconer, 
Mrs. D. White, Sgt. C. P. L. Bebb, Miss 
M. Macks, Miss V. C. Slade, Miss J. 
Bayley, Miss N. Thynne Dunlop, Miss 
Selby-Lowndes, Miss J. Anderson, Mrs. L. 
H. Kingston, Miss B. B. Hall, A. H. Win-
ton, Mrs. J . Woodcock, Miss E. Charles, 
Miss Ross, Miss E. . Heuston, Mrs. B. 
Harris , Mrs. E. A. Stuart , F . W. Johnson, 
Miss E. Hegarty, Mrs. A. G. Hain, T. W. 
Holesgrove, Mrs. A. Fox, Miss L. E. Rail-
ton, L. Small, Mrs. E. Hall, Miss Woore, 
Mrs. Howard, Mrs. Strong, Miss Whiting, 
Mrs. L. J . Williams, Miss M. Purnell, A. 
C. Osborn, Mrs. A. C. Crane, M. L. Short, 
Miss B. Smyth, G. H. Paine, Miss M. L. 
Taylor, Mrs. Tingle, Miss Bennett , Miss 
J. M. Doak, Mrs. H. Eieck, Mrs. Cramer, 
Miss M. Lee, Miss N. Tress, Miss E. Ison, 
Miss K. Preshaw, Miss Peterkin, Mrs. F . 
W. Howieson, Miss S. J . Try, Miss 
McDougall, Mrs. Gillespie, Miss E. Win-
ton, Rev. W. J. Owens, Miss A. Driver, 
Mrs. Lewis, Miss F . Tucker, Mrs. A. 
Edward-Smith, Miss U. Roadknight, Miss 
B. Homan, Mrs. Brockman, Miss B. 
McKnight, Mr. and Mrs. Hampshire, Mrs. 
E. Lawford, Mrs. W. Pet ty , Deaconess 
Sundell, Dr. C. Sundell, Miss A. B. Robert-
son, Master W. 1ST. Richardson, Miss P. J . 
Woosman, Miss J. Poskit t , Master K. 
McKelvie, Miss H. Hocking, Miss E. Burr, 
Master B. Garth, Master C. Searls, Miss 
June Grey, Master N". Browm, Master B. 
Daniells, Master 1ST. Sherwood, Masters J . 
and P. Molyneux, Miss J. Celletly, Miss 
J. McLeod, Mrs. Hardcastle, Mrs. Hatch, 
Mrs. Brown, Miss Coburn, Mrs. Ashton, 
Miss M. Parsons, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Cos-
tello, Miss Heywood, Mr. C. Nellor, Miss 
Goodman, Miss D. Rose, Miss E. V. Win-
trop, Mrs. J. De Frederick, Mrs. Malone, 
Mrs. Anderson, S. Cadwallader, Miss K. 
McLarty, C. J . Taylor, Mrs. Pelling, Miss 
Carleton, Miss W. Ambler, Miss E. Omerod, 
Miss G. Griffiths, Miss Colcott, Mrs. Ross, 
Mrs. Morris, Mrs. Reynolds, Miss Were, 
Mrs. T. G. Gillam, Mrs. A. J. Wright, H. 
G. Curtis, Mrs. M. S. Simcocks, Miss D. 
Roger son, Miss E. Kemp, Miss Marsh, 
Miss Tyrell, Miss E. Taylor, R. Cross, Mrs. 
F . L. Prime, G. S. Keable, Mrs. Wareham, 

To those who wish to hear of 
a fine Private Hospital or Rest 
Home, we can confidently recom-
mend "Tuerong," Campbell St., 
Eastwood, N.S.W., conducted by 
Sister Harvey, A.T.N.A. (General 
and Obstetric). 'Phone : Epping 
1034. 
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Mrs. L. Swinnerton, Mrs. R. H. Green, 
G. F . W. Hedge, Miss Robert, Mrs. B. 
Hansen, Mrs. I. Goodbrand, Mrs. C. Smith, 
Mrs. A. Hadlow, Miss A. B. Dicker, Miss 
Vaughan, Miss Vere. 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 
I bequeath to the Bush Church Aid So-

ciety for Australia and Tasmania the sum 
of pounds (free of 
legacy duty), for the general purposes of 
the said Society, and I declare that the re-
ceipt of the Treasurer for the time being of 
the Society shall be a sufficient discharge for 
the said legacy. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 
All B.C.A. friends are invited earnestly 

to use in daily prayer the suggestions made 
m the following list of subjects :— 
SUNDAY—Pray for : 

The Missions of the B.C.A. in various 
parts of Australia, especially remembering 
the workers who indeed belong to the 
household of faith. 

MONDAY—Pray for: 
B.C.A. Hospital work in the Far Country, 
where patients must be received in spite of 
their inability to make any return for ser' 
vice. Pray that God's good cheer be with 
the Sisters and their helpers. Remember 
the nursing work at Croajingalong and its 
difficulties. 

TUESDAY—Pray for : 
The B.C.A. Children's Hostels at Wilcan-
nia and Mungindi, that the work be in' 
creased of God, and that we persevere 
knowing that such ministry to little ones 
cannot be in vain in the Lord. 

WEDNESDAY—Pray for: 
The Sisters' Mission Van in its itinerations 
in unlikely and out-of'the'way places ; also 
for the Sunday School by Post with its 
Gospel message for little children. 

THURSDAY—Pray for : 
All Students, Deaconesses, and Nurses in 
training and preparing for B.C.A. work in 
the Bush, that they may be equipped with 
power, wisdom, and 2̂ eal, and become "able 
ministers of the New Covenant." Also r e 
member the Council, Committees, Women's 
Auxiliary, and workers on the Home Base 
Staff. 

FRIDAY—Pray for: 
The Organizing Missioner, that he find 
encouraging welcome as he undertakes his 
work. 

SATURDAY—Pray for: 
A spirit of thankful giving to be upon all 
B.C.A. friends, that the Society be kept 
out of all God-dishonouring debt. 

AT ALL TIMES—Forget not to give thanks: 
For kindly givers who have helped us with 

their self-denials. 
For friends, known and unknown, who 

have rallied at our call to keep our min' 
istries going. 

For cheering reports from fields that God's 
Word is still with power. 

For offers of service for the filling of pend' 
ing vacancies in our work. 

Wholly aet up and printed in Australia, by 
D, 8, Ford, 44-50 Reaeryoir Street, Sydney. 


